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Executive Summary

A child’s death is a sentinel event that should urge communities to identify other children at risk for illness
or injury.! The purpose of Child Fatality Review (CFR) is to conduct a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary
review of child deaths, to better understand how and why children die, and to use the findings to take
action that can prevent other deaths and improve the health and safety of children.? In Massachusetts,
Local Child Fatality Review Teams examine the circumstances of child deaths under their jurisdiction to
determine if the death was preventable and to formulate recommendations outlining education, policy,
and prevention action steps to take to prevent similar deaths in the future. These local recommendations
inform the statewide prevention efforts of the State CFR Team.

During 2016, Local CFR Teams reviewed 92 child deaths and made 25 recommendations to the State CFR
Team to prevent future deaths. More information on the types of deaths reviewed can be found on page 4
of this report. A complete list of all recommendations made to the State CFR Team during 2016 can be
found on pages 5-7.

At both the state and local level, Child Fatality Review continues to be an unfunded mandate. Local Team
coordinators struggle with balancing existing work responsibilities with coordinating team meetings,
developing team guidelines, gathering records, and submitting data to the State Team and the National
Child Death Review case reporting system. Delays in both death certificate and surveillance data also affect
Local and State Teams'’ abilities to focus prevention efforts and measure progress.

In 2015, a CFR improvement working group was formed to brainstorm challenges and opportunities of the
Child Fatality Review process in Massachusetts and a retreat for all State Team members was held in 2016.
As a result of the working group and retreat, a process for immediate feedback on recommendations made
by the Local Teams to the State Team was created in 2016 and implemented in 2017. In 2016, a plan for a
more comprehensive needs assessment of Local and State CFR teams was drafted, including the creation of
data collection tools to conduct the needs assessment. The needs assessment began with interviews with
Local Team leaders and coordinators using a set of standard questions designed to identify strengths and
barriers of the CFR process in Massachusetts. In 2017, the needs assessment will continue with data
collection from State team members. Other activities of the State CFR Team in 2016 included holding a
Child Fatality Review conference in July 2016 and continuing to collect data on sudden unexpected infant
deaths (SUIDs) using the SUID investigation form completed by the State Police.

Looking forward, the State CFR Team plans to continue implementation in 2017 of the action steps that
resulted from the CFR improvement working group, including State and Local teams working together to
improve the child fatality review process in the state based on the findings of the needs assessment. In
FY18, the State CFR Team will continue to work with the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and the
Department of Public Health to better understand the circumstances of SUID cases in Massachusetts and to
work together to find ways and means of preventing child deaths in Massachusetts.

Massachusetts State Child Fatality Review Team Members

! The National Center for the Review & Prevention of Child Deaths, Michigan Public Health Institute. Retrieved on July 16, 2015 from:
https://www.childdeathreview.org/cdr-process/cdr-principles

? Ibid.




Chief Medical Examiner (Co-Chair)
Commissioner of Dept. of Public Health or designee (Co-Chair)

Mandated State Child Fatality Review Team

Attorney General, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education, or designee
Commissioner of Dept. of Mental Health, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Developmental Services, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Children and Families, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Youth Services, or designee

Representative of Mass. District Attorneys Association, or designee

Colonel of Mass. State Police, or designee

Director of Mass. Center for Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), or designee
Representative of the Mass. Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics with experience in child
abuse and neglect

Representative of the Mass. Hospital Association

Chief Justice of the juvenile division of the trial court, or designee

President of Mass. Chiefs of Police Association, or designee

The Child Advocate, or designee

Other individuals with information relevant to cases under review

Mandated Local Child Fatality Review Team Members

District Attorney of county (chair)

Chief Justice of the juvenile division of the trial court, or designee

Chief Medical Examiner, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Public Health, or designee

Commissioner of Dept. of Children and Families, or designee

Director of Mass. Center for Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), or designee
Pediatrician with experience in child abuse and neglect

Local police officer from the community where the fatality occurred

State law enforcement officer

Other individuals with information relevant to cases under review



Massachusetts Local Child Fatality Review Team Coordinators
As of June 2017

Berkshire County
Rachael Eramo
rachael.eramo@state.ma.us

Bristol County
Maryclare Flynn
Maryclare.Flynn@state.ma.us

Cape & Islands County
Brian Glenny
brian.glenny@state.ma.us

Essex County
Pat Snyder-Mathews
pat.snyder-mathews@state.ma.us

Hampden County
Virginia Dixon
Virginia.Dixon@state.ma.us

Middlesex County
Cristina deAlmeida / Kelsey Hutchinson
cristina.deAlmeida@state.ma.us / Kelsey.Hutchinson @state.ma.us

Norfolk County
Lisa Beatty
Lisa.Beatty@state.ma.us

Northwestern (Hampshire & Franklin) County
Heather Hubbard
heather.hubbard@state.ma.us

Plymouth County
Vanessa Madge
Vanessa.Madge @state.ma.us

Suffolk County
Susan Goldfarb
susan.goldfarb @state.ma.us

Worcester County
Dina Nobile
Dina.Nobile@state.ma.us
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